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Synopsis
It is the world’s most popular (and most widely-played) sport. Soccer is growing faster in the U.S.

than any other. In this volume, the game’s beginnings are examined, as well as the evolution of

rules, issues and problems surrounding soccer, as well as its most notable influences.
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Customer Reviews

Gr 4-8-Stewart examines the origins and philosophy of this sport, traces the evolution of its rules
and game strategy, and highlights some outstanding players. She also addresses the future of
soccer, touching on fan behavior, facilities, and the influence of television revenue and other money
on the game. Compared to Hugh Hornby’s colorful Soccer (DK, 2000), this book’s double-columned
pages and its small black-and-white photos and reproductions have a utilitarian appearance.
However, the relevant sidebars are a plus, and include discussions of racism in the sport and the
boost to women’s soccer during World War I. Extensive notes and charts of awards and statistics
are appended along with a list of further reading and a somewhat dated bibliography. Supplemental
fare for those needing a history rather than a "how-to" look at the sport.Blair Christolon, Prince

William Public Library System, Manassas, VACopyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

"The six short chapters of this well-researched and well-organized history are dotted with
good-quality, informative black-and-white photographs and reproductions. This book is...appealing
in content and format...and should be a boon to anyone interested in the sport, where it came from,

and where it is going." -- School Library Journal (July 2001) (School Library Journal



20010701)"These titles in the History of Sports series are bound to be popular, even with reluctant
readers, for reports and recreational reading. Each book explores how and when the sport started
as recreation and as competition, the development of rules and equipment, the roles of athletes and
spectators, the top medalists through the years, and what’'s happening now in the US and abroad.
The series design is readable, with clear type, black-and-white action photos, and useful sidebars."
-- Booklist (September 2002) (Booklist 20020901)"Stewart examines the origins and philosophy of
this sport, traces the evolution of its rules and game strategy, and highlights some outstanding
players. The relevant sidebars are a plus, and include discussions of racism in the sport...Extensive
notes and charts of awards and statistics are appended along with a list of further reading.” --

School Library Journal (June 2001) (School Library Journal 20010601)

This book is a very informative book describing the history of soccer in great detail. It tells us where
soccer was originally played and even how far back soccer has been played. It explains how soccer
was played over 5000 years ago in Asia and how it was also played by the Aztecs. This book is
great fact wise but when in comes to U.S. history it is not so great. This book explains a little about
soccer in WWI but when it comes to WWII is does not explain anything. The book should of had
more U.S. history in it instead of just straight facts about the origin of soccer.
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